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Thb fifth edition of the late Bishop 
Cotton's * Prayers for Public Schools' was 
published in 1854. It is now out of 
print. Finding that there was no pro- 
spect of the w;ork being otherwise re- 
printed, I requested and obtained per- 
mission to have it reprinted myself. In 
this edition there is no fresh matter 
added. The advertisements to the first 
and fifth editions are omitted, as well as 
the introduction to the latter. The five 
last prayers m Wv^ \iQ»^ ^^^ ^^ "^"^ 
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Arnold. They were printed in former 
editions, and are now retained by per- 
mission. 

It is hoped that the re-publication of 
this little manual will supply a want 
which has been much felt. I am not 
aware of the existence of any book of the 
kind. And I cannot help thinking that 
those who, like myself, have used and 
valued these prayers, when they were 
young, will be glad to encourage the use 
of them by a younger generation. 

E. Broughton. 

Royal Free Grammap School, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne : 

Whitsunday, 1872. 
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HOBNma PBUEB; 

LoBD and Heavenly Father^ by whose greair 
mercy I liave spent this night in peace^ and 
awake this morning refreshed and strength- 
ened, incline my heart now to seek Thee, and 
teach me how to pray. Let thy Spirit, O 
Lord, ponr His light upon my mind. Forgive 
me, for Jesns Christ's sake, all the sins and 
evil thoughts of the past night, and of my 
whole former life ; forgive all my ingratitude, 
perverseness, and hardness of heart; and may 
this new morning which Thou haat ^YicM5yvR&. 
me to see, make m^ ieA xasst^ ^^«s^ »^vi^"^ 
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must work wliile it is day, since the night 
cometh when no man can work. Keep me 
thronghont this day, by Thy Holy Spirit, 
from the sins which Thou knowest ipost easily 
to beset me ; especially from forgetfulness of 
Thee and of my own soul, from selfishness 
and passion, from idleness and sloth, from 
evil thoughts and evil words ; and enable me 
to ftilfil my duties in this place with energy 
and perseverance, endeavouring always to 
consecrate them all to Thy glory. Be with 
me in my work and my enjoyments aKke ; 
and may neither estrange my heart from Thee, 
who art the giver of all good, and the source 
of all happiness. 

Bless, O Lord, all my relations and friends. 
Bless this School, and those who are set over 
it. Bless especially my own chosen friends 
in it. May this day be spent in peace by all 
of us, even in the peace which Thou givest, 
and which passeth all understanding. And 
may Christ our Lord be amongst us by His 
Spirit to preserve us from all sin, and to keep 
as e rer pare, and faithful, and loving. H.^a.r 
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me, O Lord, I beseech Thee, through the 
same Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 



EVENINQ PBATEB. 

O Ahnighiy God, I thank Thee that Thou 
hast added to my life another day, and there- 
by given me a fresh opportunity of turning 
heartUy to Thee, and of devoting to Thy 
glory the talents which Thou hast entrusted 
to me. But I confess to Thee, O Father, with 
shame, that I have not used this opportuniiy 
as I should have done, but have sinned 
against Thee in thought, word^ and deed. 
[^Rere confess the sms of the day,"] My only 
hope is in Thy mercy, and in the merits of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Grant 
to me, for His sake. Thy Holy Spirit, to 
cleanse the thoughts of my heart by His 
holy inspiration, to assure me of Thy for- 
giving love, and to give me both the ^'<5R«t 
and the will to love Tla.ee m TefeoLtTk, 

»2 
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And, forasmnch as Thou hast made tli^ 
night for man to rest in, grant that the aleej^ 
which I now hope to enjoy maybe consecrated, 
to Thy service, by re&eshing my wearied 
body, and enabling me to do Thy will more 
fiedthfiilly when I wake. Help me now also 
to call to mind the sleep of death, which 
must one day come upon me ; and give me 
Thy grace so to follow Christ in life, that I 
may also pass with him through death to fijs 
glorious resurrection. Gh:unt that my sins 
may be so done away in me now by the 
blood of Christ-, and by the power of His 
Spirit, that, from this my mortal body, there 
may hereafter rise a glorious body, fitted to 
dwell for ever with Thee, Father, through 
Him who died to save us. Thy most dear anc 
blessed Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amei 



SUNDAY MORNING. 



O Almighty God, who, notwithstandiuf 
mj^ former neglect of the medna of ^ 
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which Thou hast given me, hast yet raised me 
np once more to see the light of this holy 
day, accept me, for Thy Son's sake, I beseech 
Thee, and forgive me all my sins. Lord, 
unless Thou pardonest and cleansest me, I 
cannot serve Thee nor worship Thee ac- 
ceptably. Put away all my offences, and 
deliver me jfrom the chains with which they 
have bound me. Incline my heart to begin 
this Thy holy day, and this new week upon 
which Thy mercy suffers me to enter, by 
solemnly dedicating to Thy service, myself, 
my soul and body, every faculty and power 
with which Thou hast blest me; and accept, 

Lord, this my living sacrifice, through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who offered up Himr 
self as a sacrifice for us, that by His death 
we might be pardoned and accepted in Thy 
sight. Pour out upon nie Thy Holy Spirit, 
that He mi^ guide me into all holiness and 
all truth. Enlighten my understanding, that 

1 may know Thee ; purify my affections, that 
I may love Thee ; and put Thy fear into my 
heart, that I may dre«Aio oS^etA."^^- ^^?«ssssi. 
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knowest, Lord, that I am weak and sinfal, 
that I constantly break my resolutions and 
do the things which I have prayed not to do. 
But thoa canst raise me from the death of 
sin to the life of righteousness : be with me, 
then, i beseech Thee, and bless me for Christ*s 
saJce. 

Lord, may I derive some good from what 
I hear to-day ; enable me to attend to it and 
to join with my whole heart in the prayers 
of Thy Church. Make me less indifPerent to 
holy things, less cold and heartless in Thy 
service. Bless every member of this School, 
and preserve us in body and soul from every 
kind of evil. And as this day is specially 
Thine, may it be spent by all of us .in special 
peace and love and holiness, and be to us a 
foretaste of that eternal rest, into wbich I 
pray Thee hereaSfter to receive us all, for tbe 
sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 

Almighty and everlasting God, I pray Thee 
to pardon all the indifference to Thy word 
which I have shown upon this Thy holy day. 
Forgive, for Christ's sake, my inattention, 
which I know and feel to be a mark of indif- 
ference to Thee. Grant that whatever good 
I have gained from the services of to-day, may 
enable me to serve Thee more faithfully, and 
give me grace always to remember that I am 
not my own, bnt purchased to Thyself by 
the price of Christ's blood. So may I live 
as becomes one whopi He has redeemed ; and 
since my own utmost strength is weakness, 
do* thou, Lord, give me Thy Holy Spirit, 
to make Thy strength perfect in my weak- 
ness. Grant that, if it please Thee to bring 
me to the end of this week, I may then be 
conscious of some improvement, and some 
victory over my selfishness and my sin. Or, 
if it please Thee, that before this week i<& ^-^dsssftA. 
I should be summoned \«> ^^^^V^e^ \wifcH»'«&*^'» 
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grant that I may stand before Thee with jo j 
and not with grief, and may find that through 
Christ my sins have been forgiven me. 

May all sins of which I have been to-day 
reminded be forsaken for ever ; may all holy 
dispositions be strengthened within me. Make 
me more pure, and hnmble, and beheving, 
anxions in aU things to serve Thee, doing 
everything as in Thy sight, so that to me to 
live may be Christ, and to die may be gain. 
Hear also the prayers which my relations and 
:! ! friends shall offer np to Thee to-night, and 

J give them Thy Spirit to guide them to heaven. 

Bless all for whom I ought to pray, especially, 
every member of this School, and make us 
'* all Thy true children and servants, for the 

! i sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 



Ahnighty God, who hast brought me in 
Thjr meroy to the beginning of aiiotbeic %ix 
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days of work, I beseech Thee to bestow upon 
me Thy blessing. Keep me, Lord, from 
all sin, and make me to know and feel that 
Thine eye is upon me dnring all my employ- 
ments, and that i^ere is no duty or pleasure 
which I may not consecrate to Thy glory. 
Lord, I confess to Thee my. sinfulness in 
thought, that I am often [Here mention vmr 
kmd, envious^ or other evil thoughts] — in 
word, that what I say is [Here confess hasty ^ 
angry ^ false^ foolish^ or ^mcha/ritdble words']--' 
.and in deed [Here confess vmkmdmsss^ idle^ 
nesSy cmd smful actions of other Tcinds]. 
Truly I have done what I ought not to have 
done, and not done what I ought to have 
done. My only hope is in Thy mercy, and 
in the merits of my Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Pour upon me, through him. Thy 
Holy Spirit, and may I trust to Him for sup- 
port in every difiBiculiy, and grace to conquer 
every sin. Enable me during this week to 
make some advance in holy living, and grant 
that by receiving a gracious answer to these 
mj prayers, 1 m«i.'^ Ao^ «as5Rp«s»sj^ ^«iSi- 
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\ strengtlieiied to ask tiiee for greater tlinigs. 

Bkfls tbiB School tiironghoat the week, and 
J save it from the pollution of sin. Bless my 

I fiftther and mother, my brothers, sisters, and 

all my relations and firiends. I beseech Thee 
to accept my thanksgiying for all Thy good- 
ness to me, for my health and strength, and 
all the haziness which I enjoy, and to hear 
and answer these myimperfect snpplicationSy 
and to giye me aU other needful blessings for 
which in my ignorance I know not how to 
pray, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Sayiour. 
Amen. 



: ■ 
I 

n 
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SATURDAY EYBHING. 

Almighty God, I pray Thee to forgive all 
the sins whioh I have committed during the 
week now closing upon me, and I thank Thee 
that Thou hast been pleased mercifally to pro- 
tect me, and to renew to me Thy loving 
Jandnesa day by day. Pardon me, especially 
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for my little interest in the good of others, my 
absorbing selfishness, and anxiety for my own 
comfort. Lord, make me humble and watch- 
ful, pure in my most secret thoughts, sincere 
and truthftil in every word, kind and just, 
diligent and conscientious. May I be ever 
like a servant waiting for his Lord, that when 
He Cometh and knocketh, I may be ready to 
open to Him immediately. 

Have mercy upon my &ther and mother, 
my brothers and sisters, and all my absent 
relations. Enable me to make some return , 
for the happiness which they give me, by 
living here as if I were still in their sight, and 
teach me to remember that though my earthly 
parents are absent. Thine eye, O Heavenly 
Father, is ever upon me. May this school be 
in truth a Christian body, a true and living 
Church, a holy temple, the dwelling-place of 
Thy Spirit. May all its members love and 
serve thee, and do thou bless them with all 
Thy best gifts. Give us all grace to feel that 
our life here is a season of preijarofeia^ ^-^ 
greater duties texeaiter • O \jcre^^^^2^^^^ ^'^'^^ 
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HI all throughout this night, and prepi 
for the duties and reireahmentti of Th] 
day. Make it a day of vent and help t 
eoale, and ke«p oa alwa^ in Th; fait] 
fear, for the sake of Jeans Chriat oar Sa 
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THOUGHTS FOB THE DAT: DESIGNED A9 

HELPS TO SELP-RECOLLECTION, AND TO 

THE APPLICATION OP THE SCBIPTUEES TO 
DAILY LIFE. 

Heb. iv. 12, Id, — The word of God is 
quick, cmd powerful, and sharper tham, an/y 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul a/nd spirity a/nd of the joints 
and marroWy a/nd is a discemer of the thou^ghts 
and intents of the heart. Neither is there ani/ 
creature that is not mamfest in His sight; hut 
all things a/re naked am>d opened unto the eyes 
of Hvm with whom we ha/oe to do. 

Lord, make me mindfiil of that aU-piercing 
eye. 

John iii. 36. — He that heliereth on the Son 
hath everlasting life; and he that helieveth 
not the Son shaU not see life ; hvA iKe, vjt^iSiy^, 
qfOod ahideth on him, 

C 
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Lord, give me this faitli, and save me from 
this condemnatioii. 

Jolm vii. 37 — 39. — In the last day^ that 
great day of the feast^ Jesus stood and criedy 
sayi/ng, If amf ma/n thirsty let him come v/nto 
me, and d/rmk. He that believeth on me, as 
the ScripUire hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of Uvmg water. But this s^paJce 
he of the Sjpvrity which they that believe on hvm 
should recewe ; for the Holy Ohost was not 
yet given; beca/use that Jesus was not yet 
glorified. 

Lord, I thirst: give me this living water of 
Thy Spirit, that it may be in me a well of 
water, springing np into everlasting life. 

John xi. 6. — Jesus saith umio hum, I a/m 
the way, the t/ruth, amd the life ; no mam, cometh 
umio the Father, but by me, 

John xvii. 3. — This is life eternal, that 
they might know Thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Ohrist, whom Thou hast sent 

O Almighty God, whom truly to know is 
everlasting life, grant me perfectly to know 
Tjbjr Son Jesus Christ to be the Way, the 
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Tmth, aaid the Life, that, foUowing the steps 
of thy blessed saints, I may steadfastly walk 
in the way that leadeth to eternal life, through 
the same Thy Son Jesus Christ oar Lord. 
Amen. 

Lake ii. 49. — And he sadd tmto theniy How 
is it that ye sought me ? wist ye not that I 
must he about my Father^ s business. 

Lake joL 35, 36. — Let yov/r loins he girded 
about, cmd your lights bv/mvng ; a/nd ye you/r^ 
selves Uke unto men that wait for their lord^ 
when he wiU return from the wedding; that 
when he cometh a/nd knocketh, they may open 
v/nto hum iimned/laiely. 

Bom. xiL 11. — -JVb^ slothful in busvness ; 
fervent in spirit ; serving the Lord, 

Col. iii. 17. — Whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to Qod and the Father by Kim, 

Lord, help me to see Thy hosiness in my 
work here, and to do it heartily, diligently, 
thankfully, as for Thee and in Thy sight ; bat 
watching ever, lest through ambition or o^«s- 
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««genieB§ that which shonld be for my f 
become io me an occasion of &lling. 

John iv. 34. — Jena eaid unto them. My i 
ia to do the will of him that lent me, an 
jinxih Hie work. 

O Lord, enable me, I praj Thee, ere 
do Thy will in all things. May I, poor 
weak BA I am, receive grace to carry on 
work on earth. Bring many, O Lord, to 
trae fold, who are now wandering in card 
ness and sin ; enable me to pray for t 
always, and to help them always to the ati 
of my power. Uay I finish, too, Thy « 
in my own heart, and do Thon s^id ' 
Holy Spirit to dwell in it and pnrify it, 
to make me Thy loving and obedient ohj 

John ziv. 23. — Jeeut aruwered and 
vTito him, If a ma/a love me. He vnll keep 
words : amd my Father v>ill l</ve Aim, one 
will come unto him, and make owr abode ■ 

John zr. 12 — 15. — Thig it mtj eommi 
ment that ye love one atwther, a* I have I 
y^u. Greater love kath no mau tlwwv 
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that a man la/y down his life for his friends. 
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com^ 
mamd you, Henceforth I call you not ser- 
vants ; for the serva/ni hnoweth not what his 
Lord doeth; hut I have called you fri&nds ; 
for all things that I have hea/rd of my Father 
I have made known unto you. 

1 Jolm ii. 4 — 6. — He that saith, I know 
Hvniy and ke&peth not His comma/ndmvents, is 
a liar, amd the truth is not m hvm. But whoso 
ke&peth His word, m hvm verily is the love of 
God perfected: hereby know we thai we a/re 
in Hvm, He that saith he alMeth va Hvm 
ought hi/mself also so to walk, even as he 
walked, 

O Lord, who art so kmd and gracious that 
Thou hast youchsafed to call even sinfal men 
Thy Mends, I pray Thee to draw me to Thy- 
self, and to make my union with Thee closer 
day by day. O Lord, may I ever strive to 
promote peace and charity among all who 
surround me, loving them and seeking thei^ 
good, even as Thou hast loved us. Lfi^i tsa 
not think that I belies© m TVveia ^"^k^^^*^ 



] 
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main still in darkness ; but may I know that 
Thou abidest in me, by the Spirit which Thoa 
givest me. 

John xvii. 15. — ^J prwy not thai Thou 
shouldest take them out of the wofld, hut that 
Thou shouldest ke&p them from the evil, 

Lord Jesns Christ, who didst pray for- 
Thy disciples not that they should be taken 
oat of the world, but that they should be kept 
from the evil, I beseech Thee to defend me in 
the snares which surround me in this school, 
the world of my youth, and to keep me safe 
&om the temptations of evil example, evil 
companions, and above all, of my own evil 
heart. Hear me, O Lord Christ, who didst 
die for us once, and who livest for us for ever. 

O Lord, let me commit to Thy care, not 
only my hours of sleeping, but my hours of 
worldly waking. I have work to do, I have 
a busy world around me ; eye, ear, and 
thought, will all be needed for that work, 
done in and amidst that busy world ; therefore 
I would commit eye, ear, thought, and wish 
^ Tliee, Do Thou, bless them. andVee^ V\^t 
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Work Thine ; that as, through Thy natural 
laws, my heart beats and my blood flows with- 
out my thought for them, so my spiritual life 
may hold on its course, through Thy help, at 
those times when my mind cannot consciously 
turn to Thee to commit each particular thought 
to Thy service.* 

Ps. Ixxiii. 23. — I am, ccmivrmally with Thee : 
Thou hast holden me by m/y right hcmd. 

24i, Thou shalt guide me with Thy cownsely 
cmd afterward receive me to glory, 

25. Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? amd 
there is none upon ea/rth that' I desire beside 
Thee. 

26. My flesh and my heart faileth ; but 
Ood is the strength of my heart, amd my por- 
turn for ever. 

Lord, make these desires and these comforts 
mine. 

John XX. 29, ^-Jesus said v/nto hvm, Thqmus, 
btca/use thou hast seen m^, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they thai ha/oe not seen^ ami yet 
'have believed. 
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Lord, I pray Thee that I may endeavomr 
always to realize Thy presence with me, though 
Thou art unseen : teach me to know and feel 
that Thou art with me always, as a meroiftil 
Saviour, to help me when I am tempted and 
troubled, to be grieved when I do wrongs to 
encourage me when I repent. May this &ith 
daily increase in me more and more, so that 
at last, when Thou art pleased to call me 
hence, it noiay be changed into the blessed 
privilege of seeing Thee &oe to &oe. Make 
it, Lord, my chief ^desire thus to see Thee 
and thus to know Thee, and make me fear 
exceedingly lest I should ever do anything 
which would turn Thee from me,and displease 
Thee, blessed Jesus, who art not ashamed 
to call us brethren. 

Heb. ii. 17, 18. — Wherefore m aill thmgs U 
behoved Him to he made likev/rdo His hrethren^ 
thai He might he a merciful and faithful High 
Priest m things pertaming to Ood^ to maJee 
reconcUiaUon for the si/ns of the people^ For 
in thai He Himself hath suffered pevng tempted, 
JBe is able to sticcoj/iT them ihaX are tenrrypted. 
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Heb. iv. 14 — ^16. — Seeing then that we have 
a great High Prieat, thai is passed into the 
hecwen, Jesus the Son of Ood^ let us hold fast 
our ^profession. For we have not am, High 
Priest which ca/nmot he touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities; hut was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet withovi sin. Let us 
therefore come holdly unto the throne of gra^ce^ 
that we may ohtain mercy ^ and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

Lord, I believe ; help Thou mine unbelief; 
enable me to obey this call ; to come without 
reserve to Thy throne of grace: and do Thou, 
P Lord, grant me mercy. Grant me grace to 
help me in this my time of need, for the sake 
of Him who lived and died and rose again 
for us, Jesus Christ our Priest and Saviour* 
Amen. 
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THOUGHTS FOB THE NIGHT. 

Ps. czzxiz. 1. — Lordf Thou hast searched 
me, amd Tcnovm me, 

2. Thou hnowest my downsittmg a/nd mine 
uprising; Thou umderstwndest m/y thoughts 
afar off. 

3. Thou comjpassest, rrvy path and m/g lying 
dottm, and art acqua/inted toith all m/y ways, 

4i, For there is not a word in my tongue^ 
hut lo, Lord, Thou hnowest it altogether, 

5. Thou hast heset me behind a/nd "before^ 
a/nd laid Thine ha/nd upon ms. 

6. 8uch knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
it is high, I ca/nnot attain, u/nto it. 

7. Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit ? 
or whither shall I flee from Thy presence ? 

S, If I ascend up into hea/ven. Thou a/rt 
there : if I make my bed in hell, behold, Thou 
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9. If I take the wmga of the mornvngy and 
dwell m the uttermost parts of the sea ; 

10. Ev&n there shall Thy hand lead me, 
cmd Thy right hand shall hold me. 

11. If I say, Surely the darkness shall 
cover me ; even the light shall he light about 
me. 

12. Yea, the darkness hideth not from Thee; 
hut the night shineth as the day : the darkness 
a/nd the light a/re hoth aUke to Thee, 

13. For thou hast possessed my reins : Thou 
hast covered me in my mother^s womh. 

14. I vdll praise Thee; for I am fearfully 
a/nd wonderfully made: marvellous are Thy 
works; and that my soul knoweth right weU. 

15« My stthsta/nce was not hid from Thee, 
when I was mads m secret, and curiously 
wrought m the lowest parts of the earth. 

16. ThiAfie eyes did see my suhstance, yet 
heing v/nperfect; amd vn Thy hook all my 
members were toritten, which in continuance 
were fashioned, when as yet there was none of 
them. 

17. How jprecioiiw aiUo at^ TIVv^ Wvwvw^** 
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vmio me, Qod! how great is the swni of 
them! 

18. If I should cotmt them, they a/re more 
m wwmher than the sa^: when I awake, I 
wm still with Thee, 

Ps. xlii. 10. — The Lord haith gra/tvted His 
lovvnghmd/ness m the day-ti/me, a/ad vn the 
night season did I sing of Him, a/ad mude 
my praajer unto the God of mAj life, 

Ps. Ixiii. 1. — Ood, Thou a/rt my Ghd; 
ea/rhf will I seek Thee ; my soul fhi/rsteth for 
Thee, m,y flesh longeth for Thee in, a dry and 
thvrsty land, where no water is ; 

2. To see Thy jpower am,d Thy glory, so as 
I ha/oe seen Thee in the sancUiary, 

3. Beca/use Thy lovvaghi/ndness is better 
tha/a life, nvy Ups shall praise Thee, 

4. Thus will I bless Thee while I li/ve : I 
will lift wp m/y ha/ads in Thy na/rae, 

5. My soul shall be satisfied as with raar- 
row and fatness ; am^d my raouth shall praise 
Thee with joyful Ivps : 

6. When I remember Thee upon my bed, 
of/id fnedi^ie on Thee in the nighi ubalcKcs, 
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7. Beccmse Thou hast been my help, there- 
fore m the shadow of thy wmgs will I rejoice. 

8. My soul followeth ha/rd after Thee : Thy 
right hcmd wpholdeth me. 

Rom. xiii. 12. — The night is far spent, the 
day is at hand : let us therefore cast off the 
works of darknssSy a/nd let us put on the ar- 
mov/r of light. 

Almighty God, enable me so to believe 
in Thy Son Jesus Christ, that I may long for 
His appearing, and regard my separationfrom 
Him as a dark and gloomy night, and my 
fature nnion with Him as a heavenly waking 
to everlasting day, may I daily increase in 
all holiness, being clad in the armonr of light, 
and living for Thee, and in Thee, and with 
Thee always. Hear me, I beseech Thee, for 
the sake of the same Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 

Mark xiii. 34 — 36. — The Son of mem is as 
a man talci-ng a far journey, who left his house, 
and gave authority to his servants, and to 
every man his work, and cotmn-om-dftd iVe, "^cyt^^t 

D 



I 



26 8H0BT PBATEBS ANP 



to watch. Watch ye, therefore: for ye know 
not when the master of the hovse cometh, ai 
even, or at rtMaight, or at the cockcrowmg, or 
m the mornmg. Lest coming si^ddenly, he 
fmd you sleeping, 

1 Thess. V. 2-^10.'^The day of the Lord 
80 cometh as a thief i/n the night. For when 
they shall say, Peace cmd safety, then sudden 
desl/ruction cometh upon them, as travail upon 
a woman with child ; and they shall not eS' 
cape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness^ 
that that day should overtake you as a thief, 
!;. Ye a/re all the children of light, and the 

* children of the day ; we are not of the nighty 

nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sJsep^ 
as do others; hut let us watch and he sober. 
For they that sleep, sleep in the night; and 
tJiey that be d/rwnken a/re drunken in the 
night. But 1st us, who are of the day, be 
sober, .putting on the breastplate of faith and 
love; and for an hehnet, the hope of salvation. 
For God hath not appointed vs to wrath^ 
hut to obtain salvation by ov/r Lord Jesvs 
C7^rts^ iffko died for us, tKat, wlietlieT -we 
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wake or sle&p^ we should lime together with 
Him, 

O Lord, who arfc the Author of every good 
gift both to my body and to my Bonl, I pray 
Thee, if it please Thee, to grant to me the 
blessing of refreshing rest, that when I wake 
tip in the morning, I may be the fitter to 
serve Thee, for the sake of Jesns Christ our 
Saviour, Amen. 

Lord, give me grace to bear in mind 
that coming time when I must pass from the 
light of life to the darkness of death, and 
enable me to feel deeply how awful it would 
be then to be shut out from Thy presence, 
and from the joys which are promised to us 
in heaven. I thank Thee, Father, for all 
who have departed this life in Thy faith and 
fear, especially for those whom I have known 
and loved upon earth. Restore me at last to 
their blessed company, that I may love them 
again in Christ and for His sake, with an 
affection wholly free from all earthly stain. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who hast told us that 
atmidnight there Bl[ia\i\i^%icr3TQ3&^^^''''^^s^'^^ 
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the Bridegrooza cometh, go je out to mee 
Him ; " I pray Thee that I may be read; 
when Thou shalt come, with my lam] 
trimmed and burning, and may go in wit! 
Thee before the door is shut, and so abid< 
for ever with Thee, who, with the Father an< 
the Holy Ghost, livest and reignest, ever on 
Ood, world without end. Amen. 
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SHORT PRATERS FOR DIFFERENT OCCASIONS. 

Before readmg tJie Scrvptv/reSj or 
hearing them read. 

Lord, teach me to love Thee better, and 
so shall I better love Thy word. Preserve 
me now from wandering thoughts, through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 



Or, 



Lord, open Thou my heart, that I may 
understand Thy Scriptures for Christ's sake. 

may Thy word dwell in me richly with 
all wisdom, now and for ever. 

Lord, may Thy word be the guide of my 
whole life ; teach me to abide in Thee^ and 
to walk even aa T\iO\L\i'a»V.^^5S&ft^. 
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Before the Ch/u/rch Service, or School 

Prayers, 

Lord, we are gathered together in Thy 
Name : be Thon in the midst of ns. Enable 
me, Lord, now to pray to Thee ; and hear 
Thon in heaven, and answer me. 

Or, 

Lord, help me to pray to Thee. 

Keep me now, O Father, from, all wander- 
ing thoughts. 

Lord, turn my heart to Thee, and give me 
Thy Holy Spirit for Christ's sake. 

Lord, who hast told us that whatever we 
ask in Thy Son's Name, believing, we shall 
receive, hear us now and bless us, and 
accept our prayers for His sake. 

When eoBposed to different temptations. 

Lord, teach me to remember and to fear 

Thy saying, that for every idle word which 

jT speak, I shall give account at tiift dwj ol 
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judgment. Hear me, I beseech Thee, and 
save me from this temptation, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. 

Lord, save me from anger and ill temper, 
and give me grace to imitate Thee, who, when 
Thou wast reviled, didst not revile again. 

Lord, save me frx)m loving and making a 
lie, for they who do so shall in no wise ^nter 
into Thy kingdom. Help me, I beseech 
Thee, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

Lord, save me from these bad and unholy 
thoughts, from all the evil that comes out of 
my heart and defiles me, and make me pure, 
even as our Lord Jesus Christ is pure. 

O Lord, help me to escape from pride and 
confidence in my own strength, and teach me 
not to think that I stand, but to take heed 
lest I fall. Hold Thou me up, O Lord, 
that my footsteps slip not. 

O Almighty Father, enable me to love my 
companions, even as Thou hast commanded 
us to believe on the name of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and to love one another. 

Lord, preaeTve Ta^ feotCL HJaa ^as^ ^ ^^'s^- 
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ing others, and rather enable me to despise 
myself, for I know Thy will, bat do it not. 
Lord, help me to do it better, lest I be like 
him who said, I go, but went not.* 

Lord, save me, I pray Thee, from selfish- 
ness, and enable me to find a tmer happiness 
in doing good to others, than in pleasing my- 
self. May I remember the word of the Lord 
Jesns, how He said. It is more blessed to 
give than to receive, t 



* Matt. joi. 30. 



t Acts, XX. 36. 
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PRATEB BEFORE SELF-EXAMINATION. 

The most proper times for a regular self-examination 
would seem to be, before the Communion, and at the 
end of the half year and of the holidays. Other 
opportunities, such as during sickness or after re^ 
covery, will naturally suggest themselves. But it is 
very desirable to make the self-examination definite 
and formal, for there is the same danger with regard 
to this as with regard to prayer, that unless it is so 
conducted, and done at stated times, it is apt to be 
neglected altogether. 

Luke XV. 19. — Father^ I ha/ve svtmed 
agavnsi hea/oen omd hefore Thee^ cmd am no 
more worthy to he called Thy Son, 

Lord Jesus Christ, I desire now more 
especially to enter into Thy presence, and to 
lay bare my heart before Thee. O give me 
grace to feel how dreadfa.1 it is to stand alone 
with Thee, that this is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 
O lead me through. t\i\a ^\* csH <iaviS«ifl»ss^^>»Si. 
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prayer and repentance, to Tliy Father, and do 
Thon come to me, as Thon liast promised, 
and love me, and make Tliy abode with nie« 
Lord, enable me to see my own sinfalness, 
and to bate it and to flee from it, and to cleare 
more closely to Tbee, the more I am tempted 
to desert Thee, so that I may be with Thee 
y . for ever, both in this world and that which is 

|t'^> to come. Hear me, O Lord, who hast died 

ili and risen again for us, and now livest for ns 

f^j with the Father and the Holy Ohost, one 

(Jod, world without end. Amen. 
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Si* I 

-7 



1^ SUBJECTS FOR SELF EXAMINATION. 

"■' 'j 

|i J Are you conscious that yon are a sinner ? 

' ' and does this consciousness show itself in an 

earnest desire to escape from the pollution of 
sin now, and its consequences hereafter ? 

Do you believe that Jesus Christ can save 
you ? that He died to take away sin, and that 
He now lives again to save all who oome to 
GodbyHim? 
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Do you earnestly desire to give yourself up 
to Him, as his servant, to live for eternity 
and not for time ? and does this show itself 
in (1) thinking daily of God and Christ and 
your own soul? (2) regularity in private 
prayer, and attention at the public prayers ? 
(3) reading the Scriptures, and listening de- 
voutly to them when read in the Church Ser- 
vice, or in school P (4) spending Sunday as a 
day of religious rest ? 

Do you habitually refer events to God's 
providence, — pray for his help when you are 
tempted to sin, — and show that you believe 
in Christ as an Everlasting and Almighty 
Saviour, by seeking him in temptation and 
distress ? 

Do you ever think of Him when you are 
tempted to any sort of unkindness, profane- 
ness, or impurity, — to the neglect of any 
known duty, — or to any such immoderate 
pursuit of pleasure, as would turn enjoyment 
into sin? And do you ever overcome the 
temptation by remembering Him ? Are you 
at least conscious oi a «>\»T\SL<^^<5k^>i^^^'"5«.''M^S- 
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against the power of sin ? And when y^ozr 
have Allien into any sinfnl act or word or 
thought, do yon at once seek from Christ for- 
giveness and new strength ? 

To ascertain how far yon are habitually 
under the guidance of Christian principles, 
you must ask further — 

What effect it has on you to be ridiculed 
for strictness on any subject ? Do you ever 
boast of a sinful habit or action (such as 
violation of school rules, readiness to take 
offence, successful deceit, &c.,) to gain credit 
for manliness or spirit ? 

Are you doing your best to commend your 
religious convictions to others byyourobKging 
and amiable temper, by the absence of phari- 
saical pride, and by feeling tenderly for the 
temptations to which others are exposed, but 
from which you, by God*s blessing, may seem 
to be at present free ? 

Are you improving ? Do you now succeed 

better in stopping yourself when you feel 

tempted to fall into any sin to which you are 

liable, as swearing, equivocation or Vj\x\^,\V!L- 
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natared remarks on others, passion, ill-tem- 
per, idleness? Are the cases fewer in 
which yon are drawn away from God's ser- 
vice, either by the world, the flesb, or the 
devil ? Do yon begin to take any pleasure 
in prayer, in the Scriptures, or in receiving 
the Lord's Supper ? 

Do you love your neighbour? This is 
shown by such habits as (1) praying for your 
father, mother, relations, and friends, — for the 
school and all its members, — and others for 
whom you know that you are bound to pray : 
(2) trying to give pleasure to others, as by 
wnting home, by helping boys weaker than 
yourself, .by readiness to serve all in any way 
you can ; (3) civility to servants and others 
who are your inferiors in worldly position, 
and more especially by abstaining from the 
great sin of asking or persuading them to do 
anything wrong in order to promote your own 
selfish gratification, or to procure some for- 
bidden indulgence. 

Are you conquering selfishness ? D<Sk ^^x^. 
ever give up any 'i^<3a»aT^ i^x H^^ ^'si&a ^^R^ 
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others P Do you ever deny yourself in order 
to give to the poor, or even merely to gain the 
habit of self-denial ? 

Do you take any pleasure in hearing bad 
conversation, or associating with those who 
use it, or in seeing dangerous books P 

Are you vain of any of God's gifts, espe-. 
cially cleverness or bodily strength P Do you 
use them to God's glory p For instance, do 
you, by means of the latter, protect the weak 
and establish for yourself a good influence 
over others ? 

Are you conscientious about your school 
duties P And do you try already to view 
things as God views them : not allowing your- 
self, for example, to regard or speak of passion 
as any excuse for swearing, or to admire 
cleverness more than diligence, or to consider 
good-nature and kindheartedness as making 
up for an ungodly and thoughtless life ; re- 
membering, again, that it is no less sinful to 
deceive a master than a schoolfellow, no less 
a duty to try to keep others from evil than 
jronraelf, and even more shocking to to^kft 
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pleasure in the sin of others, than yourself to 
fall into it ? 



PRAYERS AFTER SELF-EXAMINATION. 

O Lord, I confess to Thee with shame and 
repentance all the sins of which I feel myself 
to be guilty ; and besides them I woxdd pray 
Thee to pardon the many secret faults which 
I cannot now discern, but which are written 
against me in thy book of remembrance. I 
know, O Lord, that nothing can cleanse me 
but the blood of Christ; O wash me and 
purge me by it, and send to me Thy blessed 
Spirit, that He may renew my soul, and enable 
me daily to grow in grace, and to advance 
nearer and nearer to Thee. O Lord, without 
Christ I can do nothing, but with him I may 
do all things. Enable me through Him to 
resist temptation, give me the increase of faith 
and hope and love, and fill me with the fear 
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of offending Thee, and the desire of pleasing 
Thee, for the sake of the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Prov. xxviii. 13. — Se thai covereth his sms 
shall not jprosper : hut whoso confesseth and 
forsaheth them shall ha/oe mercy. 

Lord, accept my confession, and convert 
<my soul, and strengthen me with Thy blessed 
-Spirit, for Christ's sake. 

Prov. xxviii. 14. — Ha^ppy is the m,a/n who 
feareth alway : hut he that hardeneth his heart 
shall fall into mischief. 

Fill me, Lord, with the spirit of Thy 
holy fear, now and for ever. 

Ps. cxxxix. 23. — Search me, God, amd 
know my heart: try me, a/nd know my 
thoughts : 

24. And see if there he a/ny wicked way va 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

O Thou, who art greater than my heart, 
and knowest all things, cleanse Thou me 
even from my secret faults. 

Horn. vii. 24. — wretched ma/n thai I ami ! 
TF^ ^^all deliver me frovd tKe hodAj oj tK-U 



HELPS TO DEVOTION. 41 

death f I tJumk Ood throttgh Jesus Ghrisi 
our Lord. 

O Lord, I do thank Thee for Thy great 
mercy in Him, and I pray Thee to make me 
more thankful, to make me love Him more 
and cling to Him more closely, to cast away 
all my sins at the foot of His cross, and to 
seek for eternal life by the knowledge of 
Thee, the only true God, and Jesns Christ 
whom Thon hast sent. Hear me, O Father^ 
for the sake of the same Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 



A PRATER FOR A DEEPER SENSE OF 
CHRISTIAN DUTY. 

O Lord Almighty^ who alone canst con- 
vert the soul of the sinner, from whom only 
comes the wish and the power to serve Thee, 
I pray Thee to grant me the two blessings 
of repentance and holiness. Lord, make 
me to abhor all t\ie «m& o^ tec^ ^'e^^'iSshH 
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pardon me for my continual negligence of 
Thee, my disobedience to Thy holy word, 
the grievous manner in which I haye wasted 
my time, and spent it in doing, speaking, and 
thinking what is displeasing to Thee. O 
Lord, I can never feel sufl&cient penitence for 
my past sin, and for paying such little heed 
to the teaching and example of Jesus Christ. 
I have set my hopes and joys on this world 
only : Thou hast said, that if any man love 
the world. Thy love is not in him. I have 
valued Thy blessings of health, and earthly 
comfort and knowledge, not that I may do 
good to others, but that I may enjoy myself. 
I tremble to think of my countless sins, 
tiins of commission as well as of neglect ; I 
tremble lest I should exclude myself from 
the salvation that is in Christ Jesus ; I 
tremble to think of my ingratitude to Him 
who died for me. Lord, make me more 
deeply penitent, make me to feel greater 
sorrow for the past, and so work in me 
holier and more earnest longings to serve 
TJiee better for the future. O Lot^, ^^%s^ 
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me and forgive me ; O Lord, make me a 
true Christian ; give peace to my troubled 
conscience ; but preserve me from self- 
deceit, and from thinking that there can be 
any real peace till I am weaued from the 
love of this world to the desire of the next, 
till I truly and heartily love my Saviour 
JesTis Christ, and long for His appearing. 
O my Father, I desire to commend every 
wish aud thought to Thee ; take my soul to 
Thy own most gracious care, purify it, and 
cleanse it, and make it a fit dwelling-place 
for Thy blessed Spirit, through Jesus Christ 
our only Saviour and Kedeemer. Amen. 



PRATEB AFTER SOME PAETICULAR AND 
GRIEVOUS SIN. 

O Lord, I approach Thee now with fear 
and trembling as a great sinner, most 
humbly praying Thee for pardon and for- 
giveness. Renew in rae, O Father, what 
haa now been decayed >N\>i)K«3L ^s^a >s^ ^«s^ 
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own carnal will and frailness ; and may the 
experience of this grievous sin make me 
renounce utterly all confidence in myself, 
and lead me to know and feel that without 
Christ I am lost for ever. Lord, save me 
from those terrible wages of death which 
are due to sin ; O give me yet eternal life, 
and prevent me from wiHully putting it 
away from me by continuing in wickedness. 
Turn me to Thee, Lord, and so shall I be 
turned ; Thou sparest when we deserve 
punishment; therefore, O Lord, spare me, 
that I may recover my strength, even that 
strength which Thou givest in Jesus Christ 
our Saviour, in whose Name I pray for 
mercy and forgiveness, and for grace to 
serve Thee better in time to come. Amen. 



A PRATER TO BE USED IN THE WEEK BEFORE 
RECEIVING THE HOLT COMMUNION. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who hast instituted 
and commanded us to conimue a '!^«r^^\.TV3Bi\ 
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memoiy of Thy precious death, xintil Thy 
coming again ; hear me, I most humbly be- 
seech Thee, and grant that all who are about 
to receive the Holy Sacrament of Thy Supper, 
may be partakers of Thy most blessed Body 
and Blood. Enable me, O Lord, and all who 
intend to meet around Thy table, to draw 
near to Thee with faith and repentance, to 
feel love one to another, and to resolve, by 
Thy help, to lead a new life, following Thy 
commandments, and walking, from hence- 
forth, in Thy holy ways. O may we all 
take this blessed Sacrament to our comfort, 
and so eat of Thy Flesh and drink of Thy 
Blood, that our sinful bodies may be made 
clean by Thy Body, and our souls washed 
by Thy most precious Blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in Thee, and Thou in 
us. And grant that not only when we meet 
at Thy table, but at all times and in all 
places, we may so come to Thee that we 
may never hunger, and so believe on Thee 
that we may never thirst. Grant this also 
to those of us wlao at^ '5^\» ^^^^ -^^ssoisss^ ^s^ 
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join US at Thy holy Supper, for to all of us 
hast Thou said that Thy Flesli is meat in- 
deed, and Thy Blood is drink indeed. Lord, 
evermore give to all of us this Bread, and at 
the last receive us into an everlasting com- 
munion with Thyself in heaven, where thou 
livest and reignest, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 



A PRATER TO BE USED AFTER RECEIVING 
THE HOLT COMMUNION. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, I thank Thee, I 
praise Thee, I glorify Thy Name that Thon 
hast established this perpetual memory of 
Thy death, and that Thou hast called me to 
the knowledge of Thy love, and given me 
the means of partaking of this holy feast. I 
thank Thee that I have been baptized into 
Thy Church, taught to know Thy truth and 
Thy will, and admitted now into the full 
paridcipsbUon oi Thy holy ordinance^i. \jot^^ 
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may all these means of grace be to me a 
sayonr of life unto life, and not, by my own 
neglect and sin, a sayoar of death unto 
death. May my whole life be a perpetual 
communion with Thee ; may I daily eat Thy 
Flesh and drink Thy Blood, knowing that 
without such heavenly food I am helpless, 
and lost, and dead. If Thou sparest me 
again to partake of Thy Supper, O may I be 
better and holier than I am now. Bless all 
who met with me at Thy table to-day ; may 
we love one another, as Thou hast loved us ; 
be amongst us always, and make us indeed 
a spiritual house, built upon the foundation 
of the Apostles and Prophets, with Thyself 
for the chief comer- stone. Teach us all to 
feel how this blessed communion with Thee 
and with one another must always be in- 
consistent with any combination amongst 
ourselves to do evil. Make us one in holi- 
ness, and peace, and love, but not in dis- 
obedience, and folly, and sin. Hear me, O 
Xiord, and bless us all, and make us to love 
Thee, and one another Vil T^"^^, ^^^W^ ^sj^*^ 
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die for us and rise again, and now livest for 
ever with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 



A PRATER TO BE USED BT CANDIDATES 
FOR CONFIRMATION. 

Almighty God, into whose name, accord- 
ing to our Saviour Christ's commandment, 
I have been baptized, give Thy special 
blessing to me now, and to all those who 
are about to renew the vows then made for 
us, and strengthen us, I beseech Thee, in all 
Christian goodness. Enable us all to feel 
deeply how awful a thing it is to say that 
we will renounce sin, and believe in Christ, 
and follow Thy commandments, unless we 
have seriously resolved by Thy grace to do so. 
O preserve us firom thus trifling with Thee, 
and grant that this rite may be to us the 
beginning of a new and spiritual life, that 
old things may pass away from us, and all 
things may become new. OoxAnxi ^xa m 
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£ftitb, and bope, and love ; confirm as in all 
seriousness of mind ; confiirm us in the 
habit of constant prayer, and so belp us now 
by Tby grace, that after this life we may be 
received into everlasting happiness with 
Thee, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who 
livest and reignest ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. 



50 SHORT PRAYERS AND 



THOUGHTS AND PRATERS IN TIME OF 
SICKNESS. 

Psalm li. 1. HoAje mercy wpori me, God^ 
after Thy great goodness : according to tlie 
rmdtiUfde of Thy mercies do away mine 
offences. 

2. Wash me throughly from my wickedness, 
a/nd cleanse me from my sva, 

3. For I acknowledge my fa/ults, and my 
svn is ever before me. 

4. Against Thee only ha/ue I sin/ned, and 
done this evil vn Thy sight, that Thou mightest 
he justified i/ti Thy sayvng, and clear when 
Thou art judged, 

6. Behold I was shajpen in vdckedness, a/nd 
in sin hath my mother concevoed me. 

6. But lo, Thou requirest truth in the in-' 
ward jpa/rts, wad shalt make me to understa/nd 
u^dom secretly. 
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7. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, omd 
I shall he clean : Thou shalt wash me, amd I 
shall he whiter, than snow. 

8. Thou shalt make me hea/r of joy and 
gladness, thai the hones which Thou host 
broken muy rejoice, 

9. Turn Thy face from my sins : and put 
out all m/y misdeeds, 

10. Make me a clean heart, God, and 
renew a right spirit within me. 

11 . Gast me not away from Thy presence^ 
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me, 

12. give me the comfort of Thy help again, 
amd stdblish me with Thy free Spirit, 

13. Then shall I teach Thy ways unto the 
wicked, and sinners shall he converted unto 
Thee. 

Matt. xxvi. 39. Father, if it he possible, 
femove this cup from me ; nevertheless, not my 
will, hut Thine he done, 

Ps. xxxvii. 21. Forsake me not, Lord 
my God, he not Thou far from me. 

22. Haste Thee to help me, Lord God of 
my salvation. 
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Ps. xxxix. 11. Take Thyjplague away from 
me; I ami even consumed by msans of Thy 
hea/vy hand. 

13. Hea/r my proA/er, Lord^ and with 
"Thme ears consider my calling ; hold not Thy 
j>eace at my tears, 

SanctifjC, I beseech Thee, O God, this Thy 
feitherly correction to me : may the sense of 
my weakness add strength to my Mth, and 
seriousness to my repentance. Lord,_give 
me grace so to take this Thy visitation, that, 
after this painftd life ended, I may dwell with 
Thee in life everlasting, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

O Saviour of the world, who by Thy cross 
Bind precious blood hast redeemed me : save 
me and help me, I humbly beseech Thee, O 
Lord. 

Ps. xxvii. 16. tarry Thou the Lord*8 
leisure; he strong, and He shall comfort 
thy heart; and put thou thy trust in the 
Lord. 

2 Cot. v. 1. — For we know that, if our 
^ar/ji/y hoTMe of this fabertiocle loere d-Uacilo^^ 
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we h(we a huildmg of Ood, cm house not made 
ioith ha/nds, eternal in the hea/vens. 

Can I Bay that I know this ? How little 
in other days have I cherished the thought of 
it ! How little have I done, or left undone, 
for the sake of it ! How coldly and faintly 
have I sought, if indeed I have sought, a 
share in this glory ! God be mercifal to me 
a sinner ! 

2 Cor. iv. 16. — For which cause we favrd 
not ; "bvi though ov/r outwa/rd man perish^ yet 
the mwa/rd man is renewed day hy day, 

Thou, who despisest not the sighing of 
a contrite heart, nor the desire of such as are 
sorrowful ; Thou with whom nothing is im- 
possible, even as from Thee nothing is hid ; 
help me and sanctify me, I beseech Thee, by 
Thy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, that 
so I may not faint in the prospect of appear- 
ing before Thee, but may have hope in Thy 
mercy, and at length enter into Thy glory. 

Lord, who hasfc told us that eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to cotic«ct% ^^^i^iwDM^ 
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which Thon hast prepared for them that love 
Thee, do Thou fill my soul with Thy love, 
forgive me all my sins, and accept me, O 
Father, not for my own sake, but for the sake 
of Jesus Christ my Saviour. 

Lord, I was conceived in sin, and shapen 
in iniquity : Lord, I have sinned constantly 
in thought, word, and deed : how, then, can I 
appear before Thee, who hast commanded me 
to be perfect, even as Thou art perfect ? Yet 
spare me, .God most holy ; O most loving 
Father, have mercy on me, and pardon me, 
and make me holy, for the sake of Him who 
died for our salvation. 

Almighty God, for Thy dear Son's sake, 
who died for us on the cross, have mercy upon 
me, and forgive me.* 

* Parts of these prayers, with the necessaiy altera« 
tioDS, will be properly used for the sick person by his 
friends. 
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A THANKSGIVING FOR RECOVERY. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, in whose 
hands are the issues of life and death, health 
and sickness; and from whom springs every 
good and perfect gift : I pray Thee to fill me 
with a real thankfulness for all Thy mercies, 
especially for my recovery from this sickness. 
And grant that I may not, hy my own sin and 
folly, cast away from me so great a blessing, 
or turn it into a curse, by spending the life 
which Thou hast lengthened in contempt of 
Thy holy will. Lord, Thou hast now opened 
to me a new opportunity of serving Thee ; 
O give me grace to use it to Thy glory. 
Thou sendest me again into the world ; may 
Thy Holy Spirit keep me firom evil. May the 
remembrance of this Thy mercy never forsake 
me ; may I daily increase in purity and holi- 
ness, in truth and love, and zeal for Thee : 
be Thou with me always, and as Thou hast 
delivered me from t\ie B\c\:i\&^ ^1 ^^\iC5»^^ 
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SO do Thou preserve me from the more fearful 
diseases and cormption of the soul. Lord, I 
pray Thee to accept my imperfect offering 
of thanks and praise, and to hear my prayers, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 



PRAYERS IN TIMES OF AFFLICTION. 

Lord, our heavenly Father, who hast 
taught us that whom Thou lovest Thou 
chastenest, and scourgest every son whom 
Thou receivest, sanctify, I beseech Thee, 
this trouble which Thou hast sent me to the 
good of my soul, and give me grace to know 
and feel that with the happiness which Thou 
hast given me, it is a blessing that sorrow and 
pain should be mingled, lest I should think 
that I have here a continuing city, and fail to 
seek one to come. Hear me, Father, for 
the Bake of Thy most blessed Son, Jesus 
ChiiBt OUT Lord, 
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Lord Jesus Christ, who for onr sakes 
wast mocked, and scourged, and crucified, 
enable me to feel that my light affliction 
which endureth but for a moment, worketh in 
me a &r more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. Teach me to take up my cross 
daily and follow Thee, and bring me home, 
blessed Lord, to Thy flock, who art the good 
Shepherd, and knowest Thy sheep, and art 
known of Thine. may I know Thee always, 
and by knowing Thee love Thee, and feel 
thankfol to Thee that I am now called off' 
from selfishness and worldly enjoyment, to 
think of Thee and Thy sufferings for our sake. 

God, the Holy Ghost, who art the Lord 
and Giver of all spiritual life, fill me now with 
holy thoughts and good desires, a desire of 
Christ and heaven, a desire of that better 
part which can never be taken from me ; and 
do Thou teach me those holy lessons which 
we should learn from sorrow. Hear me, O 
blessed Comforter, who hast promised to 
dwell with Christ's Redeemed. 

O Chd, the Father, tba Soti^ wi^-Visa ^^V^ 
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Ghost, whose I am, and in whose name I was 
baptized, but from whom I have so grievously 
wandered, awaken me from carelessness and 
the sleep of death, by any means which may 
seem good to Thee : and if chastisement is 
necessary for me, do not deny it me, lest in 
gaining the whole world I lose my own soul, 
and the blessings of the world to come. 
Hear me, O God, who hast created me, and 
redeemed me, and hast promised to sanctify 
all who believe in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 



A PRATER TO BE USED AFTER THE OCCUR- 
RENCE OF A DEATH IN THE SCHOOL, OB 
AMONGST OUR IMMEDIATE FRIENDS ELSB- 
WHERL. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who art the Resur- 
rection and the Life, I pray Thee to give me 
gT&ce to profit by the warning which Thou 
hast sent ns. Comfort with, t^e coTd^ot*^ ^i 
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Thy Holy Spirit all who loved him who is 
taken from us, and enable them to know and 
feel that it is good for them to lose their best 
earthly treasures, if only they may be led to 
desire more eagerly those which are heavenly. 
Make me to feel deeply that I must prepare 
for the great change which is so surely coming 
upon me ; to remember that, as all who have 
died in Thy &ith and fear are safe, so those 
left behind are yet in danger. Protect me, 
Lord, in this danger; keep my face ever 
turned towards heaven, and make it my first 
and greatest object to be like Thee when 
Thou shalt appear, seeing Thee as Thou art. 
Awaken us all to greater holiness and activity ; 
may we not neglect or despise Thy warnings, 
but value them most deeply, and thank Thee 
and bless Thee, who leavest us not quite to 
our own hardness and carelessness, bat callest 
aloud to us to love and serve Thee better. 
Grant, O Lord, that we may one day meet 
again with all from whom Thou now sepa- 
ratest us, in that blessed place where Thou 
wilt wipe away tears frota all^e%^«xv.<ixLiiitA 
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US all in one holy bond of perfect peace, and - 
happiness, and love. Hear me, Lord, and 
hasten that blessed time ; accomplish shortly 
the number of Thine elect, and give ns all 
grace so to live, that we may be able, with 
sincerity and truth, to pray and wish for Thy 
coming. And then come, Lord Jesus, and 
take us to Thyself, who reignest in heaven 
with the Father and the Holy Ohost, one Gt>d, 
world without end. Amen. 



PEATBB IN TIME OF PEOSPEBITT. 

O Lord, I praise Thee and bless Thee for 
the good things which Thou showerest upon 
me, and all the mercies which I share with 
others, my creation, preservation, and re* 
demption : but especially at this time for the 
great happiness which I am enjoying. Lord, 
accept my sacrifice of praise, and fill my 
heart with gratitude and love, that I may 
tb&zik Thee by my actionB, and iiotVj ^ottda 
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only. But, O Lord, give me grace to fear 
always, lest the happiness which surrounds 
me should estrange my heart from Thee. O 
may my joy not be turned into sorrow, nor 
my laughter into weeping, by forgetting that 
I am a stranger and a pilgrim upon earth, and 
tutiiing away from that better country to 
which Thou callest me. Lord, give me a 
humble and contrite spirit, and enable me to 
tremble at Thy word, so that Thou mayest 
look upon me with love, and preserve me from 
all pride, and selfishness, and worldliness. 
Fill me with compassion for those to whom 
Thou deniest the blessings which surround 
me, and who are suffering from pain, and 
poverty, and misery. Lord, have mercy on 
them and relieve them ; have mercy on me 
{dso, that I may not forsake the path that 
leadeth to life eternal, and enable me to judge 
myself, that I may not be judged and con- 
demned of Thee. Grant to me the great gifts 
of ri^pentance and self-knowledge ; may I see 
and abhor my* own sins, and resolve hence- 
forth to live only to Tbfee, O "Lot^^^Vi^ksSs.^ 
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give Thy dear Son Jesus Christ to Kve and 
die for us, and in whose name I beseech Thee 
to hear me, and to grant my prayers. Amen. 



PRATER IN THE PROSPECT OP AN 
EXAMINATION. 

Lord, who hast taught us that for every 
talent which Thou hast given us Thou wDt 
hereafter demand from us an account, I pray 
Thee that I may now enter upon the work 
which Thou hast placed before me, with a 
sincere desire to carry it on in Thy fear, and 
as in Thy sight ; and that all my faculties 
may be improved by the studies and discipline 
to which Thou hast called me. Preserve me, 
Father, from the danger of forgetting Thee 
in the midst of worldly excitement; keep down 
all pride of intellect and learning ; humble me, 
and make me ever meek, and kind, and loving, 
rememhenng that I must become as a child 
before I can enter into Thy \^ug^orcL» ^ 
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grant that I may do all things to Thy glory: 
save me firom every approach to dishonesty 
and unfairness, and give me such success in 
my pursuits as may most surely enable me to 
serve Thee faithfully all the days of my life 
in this world, and may minister to my en- 
trance into everlasting happiness, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 



PEATEBS FOR A BIRTHDAY. 
[Bead the 2dth, 34th, 9l8t, and 103rd Psalms.] 

O Lord, I thank Thee for all Thy mercies 
to me ; for having spared me through years 
of helplessness, and weakness, and sin ; for 
the blessings of health, and strength, and food, 
and raiment ; for my deliverance from pain 
and sickness ; for having given me kind 
friends, and so much more happiness than I 
either deserved or should have dared to ask 
for. Enable me to bKow fo'ctk \Sl^ tlvfts^k* 



— I 



f «. 



things ; may I never forg 
joyments must soon pass £ 
I learn the pleasure of seli 
and may every event of 
turned into a blessing, n( 
body, but to my immortal 
O Lord, I beseech Thee, fo 
who died to save us, Th 
blessed Son, Jesus Christ c 
Phil. ii. 5^11.— Let this 
which was also in Christ J 
in the form of God, though 
he equal with Ood, but ma 
repuiaiion^ a/nd took upon 
a servant^ and was made i 
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hew, of things m heaven, and things in earth, 
<md things vmder the earth ; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father, 

O God, who workesfc in us both to will and 
to do of Thy good pleasure, enable me, I 
beseech Thee, to work out my salvation with 
fear and trembhng, and give me grace to 
consecrate to Thy service the year of my life, 
of which this day is the beginning. Lord, 
enable me to feel that, as Christ laid aside 
for our sake the glory which He had with 
Thee before the world was, so I must lay 
aside for Him those evil and worthless things 
which I now too dearly love, all sin and 
worldly desires, and selfishness, and pride. 
May this birthday be to me the image of a 
spiritual as well as a natural birth ; may I 
now begin to love and serve Thee better, and 
do Thou give me that same mind which was 
in Christ Jesus. Lord, together with me, 
bless my father and mother, my brothers and 
sisters, my other relations and friends, my 
Bchool companions, auu aW 7^\v.cstCL\Vy«i^vJ2a^ 
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for whom i. ought especially to pray. Teach 
me to love them better, and make me more 
worthy to be loved by them in return, by 
turning me from sin and folly to the holiness 
which is acceptable with Thee. Lord, hear 
all these imperfect prayers, and receive me 
into the number of Thy children, both in this 
world and that which is to come, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 



PRATER ON RETURNING TO SCHOOL 
AFTER THE HOLIDATS. 

O Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who hast brought us in safety to the beginning 
of a new time of work, I thank Thee for all 
the happiness which I have lately been en- 
joying. I thank Thee that Thou hast given 
me kind friends, and a happy home, and 
crowned me with loving-kindness and tender 
mercies. May all that I have lately received 
/h?in Thee make me more eagex Vo 's^orV iot 
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Thee in return, and may I be enabled by the 
help of Thy Holy Spirit to show that I do not 
forget Thy bounties. O Lord, I pray Thee 
to forgive all the sins which I have committed 
since I was last here, all the evil temper and 
selfishness which I have shown, my too great 
anxiety to make all things minister to my own 
enjoyment. Teach me hereafter to follow 
Christ always, to think less of myself, and 
more of Him who died for me. Make me 
diligent in my proper work, kind, and obe- 
dient, and true, fervent in prayer, labouring 
ever to glorify Thy name. May this coming 
period of school life be blessed to me, and to 
every one of us ; save me from the tempta- 
tions and dangers which will come upon me, 
and help me by Thy Spirit to overcome them. 
Especially look with mercy upon those who 
are now come amongst us for the first time, 
and preserve them by Thy grace from tvil. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may never lead any 
one into what is wrong, knowing that then 
it were better for me that a millstone were 
banged about my neck, ^iA >i5iv»^ \ ^^-^ 



f 
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drowned in the depths of the sea. Bless all 
whom I have left at home, make them also 
Thy true servants, and faithful in doing Thy 
will. Hear these prayers both for myself and 
others, accept my imperfect thanksgivings, 
give me true repentance for the past, and help 
me to serve Thee better for the time to come, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



PRAYER ON LEAVING SCHOOL FOB 
THE HOLIDAYS. 

O Almighty God, who hast brought me 

safely to the end of this period of my school 

life, I pray Thee to forgive the many sins and 

weaknesses by which I have oflPended Thee. 

Pardon my want of love to Thee and to my 

fellow- creatures, forgive my carelessness, my 

thoughtlessness, my hardness, my selfishness; 

' ' jind remember them not, Father, but wipe 

' . them out of Thy book, for the sake of Him 

Trho died for our salvation. Grant, Lord, 

that the experience of my past ^e^kknfe^^TMs^ 
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make me henceforth more watchful over my- 
self, more zealous to serve Thee, more fearful 
to offend Thee ; so that I may ever be grow- 
ing more and more fit for Thy presence in 
heaven. And now that we are about to part 
for a season from each other, grant that those 
of us who meet again here may return with 
believing and holy hearts, and better able than 
before to help each other in Thy service. 
Guide and protect those who are about to 
leave this place, and may the experience which 
they have gained in this lesser world of school 
be blest to them by Thy Spirit in their passage 
through the great world without us. O Lord, 
have mercy upon us all, and if it be Thy 
pleasure that we should meet no more on 
earth, give to every one of us an entrance 
into Thy heavenly kingdom, so that, having 
served and loved Thee here, we may reign 
with Thee hereafter for ever, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

No form of prayer has been provided for 
the use of those Who at^ tKem^eAroe* ^<5k\j^ ^ 
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leave School. At that time, the death of 
our boyhood, the birth of our manhood, the 
end of our first great period of earthly proba- 
tion, it would seem impossible to fetter by 
any form of words the expression of all the 
thoughts, and hopes, and fears, and regrets, 
the sorrow, the penitence, and the shame, the 
love, and gratitude, and fervent zeal, which 
must so forcibly rush on the serious and 
thoughtful mind. He who has an earnest 
heart will not be then at a loss for words to 
convey his wants and wishes to the throne of 
Grod and Christ, for it will not be he who 
speaks, but the Spirit of his Father who 
speaketh in Him. 



A PEATER TO BE USED IN THE HOLIDAYS, 

INSTEAD OF THOSE PARTS OF THE DAILY 

PBAYERS WHICH BEFEB DIBECTLY TO 
SCHOOL DUTIES. 

O Lord,I thank Thee for all the happiness 
which I am now enjoying. "MLakexaeVLYSid^a^d 
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affectionate to all about me, preserve me from 
selfishness, and grant, above all, that in the 
midst of my enjoyments I may never forget 
Thee, who art the Giver of them all ; but that, 
wherever I am, I may Uve to Thee, and study 
in everything to follow Thy blessed will. 
Bless my dpar father and mother, my brothers 
and sisters, and my other friends and relations, 
and also my schoolfellows, who are now scat- 
tered in so many places ; may we still be all 
one in spirit, united to Thee and to Jesus 
Christ Thy Son, in whose name I offer up 
to Thee all my prayers and thanksgivings. 
Amen. 



PRAYILR FOR CHRISTMAS DAT. 

O God, who hast spoken to us by Thy Son, 
the brightness of Thy glory, the express 
image of Thy person,* fill my heart with joy 
and thankfulness for His birth as on this day, 
and enable me to love Him, and to cleave to 

♦ Heb. i. 2, Epistle iot 0\ifvi{uca».%\iK^. 
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Him with all my soul and all my strength. 
O Lord, amidst the happiness of this season, 
may I not forget that He was bom to stiflfering, 
and had not where to lay His head. Fill me 
with compassion towards those of His people 
who like Him are now suffering from want and 
cold, and enable me to deny myself for their 
sakes. teach me how to serve Him better 
in all things, both at home and at school, and 
make me more eager for the things of heaven 
than for the things of earth. Bless all my re- 
lations and friends, and also my schoolfellows; 
may wre all now be gaining strength at our 
several homes, to live holier lives when we 
again meet and are exposedto the temptations 
of school ; and may we carry into all our 
work and all our pleasure the thought that 
Christ was bom for us, and died, and rose 
again. Lord, hear me, I beseech Thee, and 
bless me in all things, for the sake of the 
same Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 



HELPS TO DEVOTION. 



PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY. 

O Almiglity God, wbo hast sent Thy Son 
onr Saviour Jesns Christ to die npon the 
cross as a Sacrifice for our sins, be mercifol, 
for His sake, to me a sinner. O Lord, forgive 
my sins. Look merciftdly upon me, though 
I have rebelled against Thee ; grant me grace, 
by Thy Holy Spirit, to put my whole trust in 
that one Sacrifice once offered, for pardon and 
acceptance in Thy sight. Grant also that, 
being reconciled to Thee by the death of Thy 
Son, I may be saved by His life. Strengthen 
me day by day to overcome that deadly enemy 
of my soul which crucified Him as on this 
day, and by which I still so ofben dishonour 
Him. So may I share the glories of His 
Resurrection, rising now from the death of sin, 
and also hereafter from the death of the body. 
Enable me to turn to Thee with my whole 
heart, and to love and set'^^TVkfc^^^'cNj ^-^ v>^ 
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solemn times and seasons, but always ; and to 
remember tbat tbere is no work of mine wbich 
sbonld not be sprinkled with Christ's blood, 
and consecrated altogether to His glory. 
Grant also, Lord, that the love of Christ 
may constrain ns all to love one another, that, 
knowing Thee throngh Jesus Christ whom 
Thou hast sent, we may all lay down our 
sins at the foot of His cross, and follow Him 
in all meekness and holy obedience, till through 
the grave and gate of death we may pass to a 
joyful resurrection, for His merits, who died 
and was buried and rose again for us, the 
same Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



PRAYER FOR THE EVENING OF EASTER DAY.* 

• 

Lord God Almighty, I thank Thee that 
Thou hast brought me safely to see another 

* For the remaining prayers, see Dr. Arnold's Life 
and Sermons. 
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return of this day, and to share in the services 
of Thy Church in commemoration of Thy 
blessed Son's Resurrection. I pray Thee to 
forgive me for all my inattention and careless- 
ness during Thy worship this day. O Lord, 
I know that such inattention springs from in- 
difference to Thee, and carelessness about my 
own soul. Grant that I may feel my own 
state more truly, and then the tidings of salva- 
tion will not be heard with indifference. If I 
have derived any good from any part of Thy 
public worship this day, grant that it be not 
lost to me. Encourage every thought of good 
which Thou hast put into my mind, and 
strengthen all such thoughts, and add to them. 
Suffer not the excitement and pleasures of my 
daily life to steal them from me, but keep 
them alive in me to bring forth fruit daily. 
Encourage my great weakness by some of Thy 
gracious answers to my prayers, that feeling 
the comfort of Thy help I may not fail ever 
to ask for it. I pray also for all my relations, 
friends, and schoolfellows. Bring home to all 
onr hearts the lesson of Th^ SciXi'^13»fc««OTt5»i.- 
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tion, and grant that we may so obey His first 
call, to arise from the death of sin to the life 
of righteousness, that we may hear His voice 
jwrith joy when He bids us to come forth from 
our graves to judgment. [May all of us who 
went this day to Thy holy table retain Thy 
blessing in our hearts, fiUing us with love to 
Thee, and to one another.] May we not be of 
the number of those who draw back unto 
perdition, but of those who press forward to 
receive their crown. Blessed be Thy Holy 
Kame, now and evermore, for all Thy mercies 
to me ; hear me and grant my petitions 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Saviour 
and Redeemer. Amen. * 



A PRATER FOR THE EVENING OF 
WHIT-SUNDAY. 

Almighty and everlasting God, in whom 

alone is man's strength, from whom all good 

tilings do come to us, the will to please Thee 

and the power to fdlM it ; look. Ao^xi xjc^tv 

lb. 
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me now praying to Thee at the end of this 
Thy holy day ; and suffer not that which 1 
have heard or read this day to have been 
heard or read in vain. [O Lord Jesns Christ, 
of whose only grace it cometh that Thy out- 
ward ordinances are profitable to our souls, 
grant that Thy Holy Communion may be an 
abiding blessing to all who have to-day par- 
taken of it, that, through Thy Holy Spirit 
working in us and through us, it may become 
a real and lasting communion with Thee.] 
Enable me to think of Thee sometimes amidst 
the stir of my daily life ; and when the thought 
has come to me, O save me from the sin of 
turning away from it. Yet, if I ever do 
wickedly put it from me, and grieve Thy Holy 
Spirit, who as on this day came down to guide 
and bless and help us, still, Lord, of Thy 
great mercy, leave me not to my own hard 
and careless way, but by any means whatso- 
ever, yea, even by chastisements grievous to 
be .borne, do Thou save me from the sleep of 
death, and let me hear Thy call once again. 
And, O Father, who hast ^ivew Tlvvaa oi^sl'^ 

\\1 
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Son Jesus Christ, that onr sins may be blotted 
out for His sake, may the thonght of Thy 
mercy to ns in Him fill me with a true and 
living faith, and grant that I may never tnm 
from Thee in fear, but come to Thee boldly 
according to Thy will, crying, Abba, Father. 
To Thee are known all my weaknesses and 
dangers; more than any words of mine can 
speak. Thine eye seeth in me. Have mercy 
upon me, and not on me only, bat on all of 
us ; strengthen each according to his need, by 
the help of the Comforter whom Thou hast 
promised, and bring each more and more into 
the faith and love of Thy Holy Name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



PRAYER TO BE USED BEFORE DAILY WORK. 

Lord, who by Thy Holy Apostle hast 

taught us to do all things in the Name of the 

Lord Jesus and to Thy glory, give Thy bless- 

ing, I pray Thee, to this my daiVj ^o\k^ that 
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I may do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men. All my powers of body and mind 
are Thine, and I would fain devote them to 
Thy service. Sanctify them and the work in 
which they are engaged ; let me not be sloth- 
ful, but fervent in spirit; and do Thou, O 
Lord, so bless my efforts that they may 
bring forth in me the fruits of true wisdom. 
Strengthen the faculties of my mind, and dis- 
pose me to exert them ; but let me always 
remember to exert them for Thy glory and 
for the furtherance of Thy kingdom, and save 
me from all pride and vanity and reliance upon 
my own power or wisdom. Teach me to 
seek after truth, and enable me to gain it ; 
but grant that I may ever speak the truth in 
love ; that while I know earthly things, I 
may know Thee, and be known by Thee, 
through and in Thy Son Jesus Christ. Give 
me this day Thy Holy Spirit;, that I may be 
Thine in body and spirit, in all my work and 
all my enjoyments, through Jesus Christ Thy 
Son our Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR A PERSON VISITED BY 
A SLIGHT ILLNESS. 

O Lord and heavenly Father, I come before 
Thee with my humble thanks for all Thy 
mercies towards me, more especially for the 
means of grace which Thou hast afforded me, 
in this interruption to my usual course of 
health. I thank Thee for thus reminding me 
that my enjoyment of the blessings of this 
world will not last for ever; that the things in 
which I commonly take delight will one day 
cease to please me. I thank Thee that, by 
calling me off for a little while from my com- 
mon employments and amusements. Thou 
givest me time to think how I am passing my 
life, and what those joys are which, if I once 
learn to know them, will abide with me for 
ever. Lord, deliver me from all impatience 
and all fear for my body, and fill me at the 
same time with, spiritual fear *, \e\j "ma tlq^ Vi^ 
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afraid of pain or sickness, but let me be afraid 
of Thee, and not waste the opportunity which 
Thon art now affording me. Give me grace 
to think, nnder the visitations of light sick- 
nesSy whether I am fit to be visited with dan- 
^rons sickness; let me consider what I should 
do, if, while my body were weakened, my mind 
shonld be clouded also, so that I could not 
ihen pray to Thee for succour. Now, there- 
fore, O Lord, teach me to call on Thee while 
I can call on Thee, to think on Thee while 
my reason is yet in its vigour. Teach me to 
look into my heart and life, to consider how 
Thou wouldest judge me, to ask Thy forgive- 
ness through Thy Son Jesus Christ for all that 
Thou seest amiss in me, and by the help of 
Thy Holy Spirit, to overcome all that is evil 
in my heart, and to learn and practise all that 
is good. Kestore me in Thy good time to my 
usual health, and grant that this interruption 
to it may be sanctified to my soul's health, so 
making it not an evil to me, but an infinite 
blessing, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour. Amen. 
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TWO PRATERS FOR SUNDAY EVENING. 

O Lord our God, we are once again 
arrived at tlie evening of Thy holy day. 
May Thy Spirit render it truly blest to ns ! 

We have attended the public service of 
Thy Church ; Thou knowest, O Lord, and 
our own consciences each know also, whether, 
while we worshipped Thee in form, we 
worshipped Thee in spirit and in truth. 
Thou knowest, and our own consciences know 
also, whether we are, or are likely to be, any 
the better for what we have heard with our 
outward eara this day. 

Forgive us, Lord, for this great sin of 
despising the means of grace which Thou 
hast given us. Forgive us for all our care- 
lessness, inattention, and hardness of heart : 
forgive us for having been far from Thee in 
mind, when our Hps and outward expression 
seemed near to Thee. 
Lordy grant that tliis may Ti.o\> \>^ ^o ^ot 
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ever ; but that what we hear with our out- 
ward ears may at last be grafted by Thy 
Spirit in our hearts ; so that, when our life 
is drawing near to its end, as this day is now, 
we may not feel that we have lived with- 
out Thee in the world, and that we are 
dying unforgiven. Gracious Father, be 
pleased, if need be, to touch our hearts in 
time with trouble, with sorrow, with sick- 
ness, with disappointment, with anything 
that may hinder them from being hard to 
the end, and leading us to eternal ruin. 

Thou knowest our particular temptations 
here. Help us with Thy Holy Spirit to 
struggle against them. Save us from being 
ashamed of Thee and of our duty. Save us 
from the base and degrading fear of one 
another. Save us from idleness and thought- 
lessness. Save us from the sin of falsehood 
and lying. Save us from quarrelling and 
ill-temper. Save us from unkindness and 
selfishness, caring only for ourselves, and 
not of Thee and for our neighbours. 
Thou who knowest all our ■weakoftsaaa^ 
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save us from ourselves, and from our 
own evil hearts. Renew us with Thy 
Spirit to walk as becomes those whom 
Thou hast redeemed, through Thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 



O Lord, we thank Thee for having pre- 
served us safe from all the perils and dangers 
of this day ; that Thou hast given us health 
and strength, food and clothing ; and, whilst 
there are so many who are poor, so many 
who are sick, so many who are in sorrow, 
that Thou hast given us so richly such 
manifold and great blessings. 

Yet more, O Lord, we thank Thee for 
Thy mercies to us in Thy Son Jesus Christ. 
We thank Thee for Thine infinite love shown 
in our redemption, that Thou hast opened, 
through Thy beloved Son, the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. We thank Thee 
/or the fall assurance of hope which Thou 
Ijasi given us, that, \i our earVJVxVy \aJoetnMM^^ 
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be dissolved, we have yet a building of God, 
a boose not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. Thou hast shown to us nothing 
but goodness, O Lord, for this life and for 
life eternal ; and yet we have sinned, and 
are sinning against Thee daily. We are 
forfeiting all Thy blessings, and turning 
them into a curse. Forgive us, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, all and each, for all our many 
sins in thought, word, and deed ; whether 
known to others, or to our own conscience 
alone, or forgotten even by our own careless 
hearts, but known and recorded by Thee 
agarnst the great day of judgment. 

One thing more, O Lord, we pray for, 
without which all these blessings shall only 
condemn us the more heavily. O Lord, 
increase and keep aHve in us Thy faith- 
Let not the world, and our own health, and 
the many good things, which Thou hast 
given us, prove a snare unto us. Let us 
endure, as seeing by faith Thee who art in- 
visible. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst take our 

1 
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nature upon thee, and art now standing as the 
Son of Man at the Right hand of the Majesty 
on high, reveal Thyself to our minds and 
hearts, as Thou didst to the bodily eyes of 
Thy Martyr Stephen. As Thou didst com- 
fort and strengthen him in his suffering, so, O 
Lord, do Thou warn and chasten us in our 
enjoyments ; making us to know and feel that 
in Thee is our only life, and that, if we cleave 
not to Thee, and have not Thee abiding in us, 
we are dead now, and shall be dead for ever. 
Quick 3n in us the remembrance of our 
Baptism ; how we were pledged to become 
Thy true servants and soldiers to our lives' 
end. [Dispose us all to renew this pledge 
from the bottom of our hearts, both those of 
us who are going to receive the rite of Con- 
firmation soon, and those of us who have 
received it already, and those of us who may 
expect to receive it hereafter. Quicken in as 
many of us as have either this day or here- 
tofore been partakers in the Communion of 
Thy Body and Blood, the remembrance of 
that blessed Sacrament *, t\iaV» ^e ^^^ Qur- 
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selves therein to be wholly Thine, in body, 
soul, and spirit, that we might evermore 
dwell in Thee, and Thou in us.] 

O Holy Spirit of God, who art the only 
Author of all spiritual life, quicken us«with 
Thy power, and preserve in us that life which 
is Thy gift. Forgive us that we have so 
often grieved Thee; and preserve us from 
grieving Thee so long and so often, that Thou 
wilt depart from us for evermore, and leave 
us to a state beyond repentance and beyond 
forgiveness. Teach us to remember that 
every day which we spend carelessly and un- 
profitably, we are grieving Thee and tempting 
Thee to leave us. Let not our prosperity 
harden our hearts to our destruction. Screen 
us from the horrible sin of casting a stumbling 
block in our brother's way, of tempting him 
to evil, or discouraging him from good, by 
our example, or by our laughter, or by our 
unkindness and persecution. 

Lord Almighty, this day is now draviring 
to its end. May the means of grace which 
Thou hast given us in it work good in us for 
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to-morrow and the days to come. May Tby 
blessing be witli ns on this first day of the 
week, to guide and strengthen us even to its 
end 

Bless all our friends in all places, and keep 
them in Thy faith and fear. Bless Thy uni- 
versal Church militant here on earth, and 
grant that all who confess with their mouth 
the Lord Jesus, may believe on him in their 
hearts, to life everlasting. Bless our Queen 
and our country ; that we may be a Christian 
people, not in word only, but in power. 
Bless this School, that it may be a place of 
godly education, to Thy glory, and the sal- 
vation of our own souls. Fill us with Thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may labour in our several 
duties towards one another and towards Thee, 
as befits those whom thou hast redeemed by 
the blood of Thy dear Son. 

Finally, we thank Thee for all those, 
whether we have known them on earth, or 
whether they were strangers to us, who have 
departed this life in Thy faith and fear : and 
who are safe and at rest till the day of Christ's 
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coming. Increase their number, O Lord, and 
enable ns through Thy grace to be of their 
company, that, when He comes in His glorious 
majesty, and shall call us all to judgment, we 
may stand with all thy faithful people at His 
right hand, and may hear Him call us blessed, 
and bid us enter into Thy kingdom to see 
Thee face to face. Hear us, we beseech 
Thee, O Lord, for the sake of the same Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
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